PN W [ PN [ PR | P [ RS W S T YR
—dl urw pwlEdl gl -2350 jx Il izals

Do Lada¥ | padadl duds

.

BN FENONR VPN

2020 ($yid 29 syl 2020/ 9.7 .1/:08, -01
2020 yusle 17 syliy 2020/ 9.7.1/416 208, -02
2020/03/23 iy 2020/ 5.7.1/440 o3, -03

NPT E TRV TN PO

fss@univ-alger2.dz

Goesn oy 3Ll Caly el

N SN ESN o wlaall

Juls=s + Sl all 74 + 2pl=i¥ UL (as 2800 £
L

2L 5 S <l

g laxdl ele § Al adbIl e dBugud ) duall

PR/ RACHID MIMOUNI - AVRIL 2020


mailto:fss@univ-alger2.dz

e Laaa¥l yle, g algalally filadl ¢ Lol ode ; pmpnis)

2020 Js,81..10......:3a gl uled 7yl

Specialty: Sociology of Family, Childhood and Social

Welfare
Master 1  Unit : English course
Pr/ Rachid Mimouni

Email: rachidmimouni@yahoo.fr

Dear Student,

This unit “English course (terminology) ” aims at improving the
student’s capacity to understand and analyze a text in sociology in order
to make him confident with his capacities to deal with sociological
production over the world through “enthusiastic”” hardworking.

The first part of the text | am proposing to you is a part of a chapter
from an American textbook in sociology (textbook means a didactic
work presenting the essential notions of a discipline, of a subject
written for the students), the chapter is focusing on the sociology of the
family, it deals with the family institution, its organization, its different
levels which are found in all societies: the system of filiation, the rules
of marriage, the system of authority, the family unit size, spousal
selection process and marital transactions.
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| remind you that during our last course at the university on March
7 2020, we had read part of this text to acquire the correct
pronunciation of English and | had asked you to explain 3 words of the
first page that | had to correct in class when | would explain the
vocabulary. However, given the conditions of “sanitary and social
confinement “preventing interactivity and the need to present the
courses by internet, | intend to adapt this method according to the
following procedure:

1-  You will find you the English text

2- The explanation of the vocabulary (main concepts)

3- It will be followed by a brief sociological analysis, session by
session.

4-  As a “homework”, I will ask you a question related to the
text and every student will have to send me the answer (between 10 to
15 lines) through my email above mentioned.

Be steadfast, our slogan is: « Yes, We can do it »
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Cher (e) étudiant (e),

Ce cours de « Terminologie » en langue anglaise vise a améliorer la
capacité de I'étudiant a comprendre et analyser un texte en sociologie
afin de lui donner confiance dans ses capacités a aborder la
production sociologique a travers le monde, ce qui nécessite un travail
assidu mais « enthousiaste ».

Le texte que je vous propose est extrait d’un chapitre provenant d’un
« textbook » américain en sociologie (textbook signifie un manuel:
ouvrage didactique présentant les notions essentielles d'une discipline,
d'une matiere rédigée pour les étudiants), le chapitre est relatif a la
sociologie de la famille, il traite de D’institution familiale, de son
organisation, de ses différents niveaux que 1’on retrouve dans toutes les
societes: le systeme de filiation, les regles du mariage, le systeme
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d’autorité, la taille de I"unité familiale, le processus de sélection des
conjoints et les transaction maritales.

Je vous rappelle que lors de notre dernier cours a ’université le 7
mars 2020, nous avions procédé a la lecture d’une partie de ce texte
pour acquérir la correcte prononciation de 1’anglais et je vous avais
demandé¢ d’expliquer 3 mots de la premiére page que je devais corriger
en classe lors de mon explication du vocabulaire. Or vu les conditions
du confinement sanitaire et social empéchant I’interactivité et la
nécessité de présenter les cours par internet, je compte amenager cette
méthode selon la procédure suivante :

1- le texte
2- I’explication du vocabulaire (les concepts)

3- qui sera suivi par une breve analyse sociologique, séance par
séance.

4- Comme travail a la maison, je vous poserai une question
relative au texte dont vous aurez a transmettre la réponse (entre 10 et
15 lignes) par mon courrier électronique (ci-dessus).

Soyez ferme, notre devise est : « Yes, We can do it » (Oui, nous
pouvons le faire).
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1/ Family and kinship *

The family is the oldest and most fundamental of all social
institutions. In fact, the family was at one time the center of the
political, economic, educational, and religious activities. However, the
position of the family in society has changed considerably over time, it
has been a very resilient social unit that has survived and adapted
through time.

The family is an intimate domestic group made up of people related
to one another by bonds of blood, sexual mating, or legal ties; as a
social institution it is based on kinship that functions to replace
members of family and to nurture them. It is a complex institution that
has taken different types over time among different societies.

In every society there are rules or norms that shape family and kin
relationships, and the family can take many different forms depending
upon which particular combination of rules develops in a given society.
Once the rules are established, people are socialized to accept their
society’s form of the family as “natural”. In fact, the rules are usually
embodied in central cultural values that are internalized, the violation
of which is considered unthinkable.

1
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*By Thomas Sullivan in “Sociology: concepts and applications in a diverse
world” ( Allan and Bacon, Boston, London, 3" ed, 1995)

Rules of descent

All societies have rules of kinship and rules of descent that define
the rights of family members and their responsibilities toward one
another. These standards establish who is obliged to help in
emergencies, who will supervise ceremonies like marriage and death,
and who will inherit power when a powerful family member dies.

The term Kin refer to people who are related to one another through
common ancestry, marriage, or social agreement. Consanguineal kin
are people who are biologically related to one another, such as brothers
or parents and their children. Affinal kin are people who are related by
virtue of a marriage bond such as husband and wife or parents-in-law.

Societies differ from one another in terms of whether descent is
reckoned through the male or the female line. In patrilineal descent
systems, which are the most common, descent is determined by the
male line, and the children belong to the kin group of their father. In
matrilineal descent systems, descent is determined through the female
line, and children belong to the kin group of their mother. In most
patrilineal and matrilineal systems, memberships in kin groups and the
resulting social obligations are quite clearly defined.

Rules of marriage

Every society have also rules that govern who can marry whom.
Virtually all societies have an incest taboo that prohibits marriage or
sexual contact between close relatives such as brothers and sisters or
parents and their children. Societies also regulate whom people are
permitted to marry beyond their close kin. Some societies have rules of
exogamy, which require that people choose a mate outside of their own
social group or community. One benefit of exogamous rules is that
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alliances can be created between families or villages through
intermarriage. At the opposite extreme are the rules of endogamy
which require marriage within a particular group or community.

Societies also regulate the number of spouses that a person may
have. Monogamy is the marriage between one man and one woman at
a time.

Polygamy is practiced, in societies where people can have more
than one spouse at a time, it tends to arise in societies where women
are regarded as social or economic assets. Among the Siwai of the
South Pacific, status is conferred on men by giving feasts with roasted
meat, and women are responsible for cultivating the food to feed
animals; it is also found in societies where many males are killed in
warfare creating an imbalance in the sex ratio.

1/ Vocabulary explanation :

- Family, Kinship and relatives are terms which hold several
related meanings, however there are some little differences
between them, there are also explanations in the text:

- Family: 1- parents and children
2- All those persons descended from a common ancestor

- Kinship: relations between members of the same family, by
blood, the focus is on the dynamic dimension of the relation (
4 all)

- Relatives: persons to whom one is related eg: uncle, cousin
nephew...
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- Institution: an important organization set in order to perform
some functions ex: the parliament is a political institution, school
IS an educational institution and family is a social institution.

- resilient social unit: the family has the capacity to recover easily

from shock and hardship
(ALiall g derall (pe A gy Alail) e 5506l 5 Y ol )

- Intimate domestic group: close and warm family group at home

- bonds of blood : links (& skl s 5)

- sexual mating: partner in marriage, sexual partner

- legal ties: links accepted by law (4= 31y )

- to nurture : feed, educate and support (a child)
- rules: statements about what you must do or must not do

- norms: itis a standard of behavior that is required and
acceptable in a particular society or group ( ulxll )

- socialization : It is the process whereby an individual learns to
adjust to his group and become a member of society by
internalizing its values and norms, beliefs, culture, language,
skills and learning to perform our social roles (as parents ,
husband and wife, children, worker, citizen). This is done by
institutions (agencies) of socialization: family, school, religion,
culture and media, army...Socialization serves two main
functions:

1
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1- it prepares individuals for the social roles he has to play
2- by communicating the content of culture from one generation
to the other, it provides for its continuity (duelaay) daisll)

- embodied : give concrete form to ideas or feelings ( xwa3)

- central cultural values : a value is a socially acquired judgement
about what is desirable or not. There are different types of values:

ethical values “good # bad § right # wrong”; religious values
“licit # 1llicit”; esthetic values ‘“beautiful # ugly; social values
“solidarity # selfishness. Each society has its central cultural
values, eg: democracy, patriotism...

values orientate your behavior and actions.

- Internalized : make a feeling or belief or rule part of the way
you think. (<lisd))

- descent: a person’ origin or nationality, ancestry ( Js=Y¥!)

- consanguineal kin: explained in the text

- affinal Kin: explained in the text

- marriage: a legal union of a man and a woman as husband and
wife that carries certain rights and obligations.

- Parents-in-law : the parents of your husband or wife

- descent is reckoned: is accepted by society

- patrilineal and matrilineal descent : explained in the text

1
PR/ RACHID MIMOUNI - AVRIL 2020 10



11

- social obligations: a social action you must do because it is a
duty (Feelaial clal 311 )

- Incest taboo : a forbidden sexual relation between very close
relatives eg: brothers and sisters, which is forbidden by religion
and custom.

- prohibits: forbids (m=5)

- regulate: to control systematically (:s=)

- exogamy: explained in the text ( > &1 ~1531)

- endogamy: explained in the text ( Jaall =) 430)

- alliances : a union between families through marriage

- social or economic assets: a useful or valuable thing or person
or resource (Al 35 55 ¢ claial aua )

- status : a social or professional position, each person holds
many status in different settings where he performs many roles :
father in the family, teacher at school, member of a music
association. Each person has a specific status according to the
sum of his roles. .. ( 4ieall sl duclainy) Ll

- conferred upon : given or granted ( 4~ sisll ); that means that
your family gives you its status: the benefits, rank or title
attached to it.

- imbalance : a difference between two things that should be

equal_(Jual)

1
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- sex ratio: relation between two things expressed in numbers to
show how much bigger one is than the other ( uxiadl 4w )

2 [ Sociological explanation :

The author, Thomas Sullivan is a Professor at the “Northern
Michigan University”. I would like to quote a sentence from his
textbook’s introduction showing his passion, high evaluation of
sociological impact and the necessity to relate theory to practice,
(similarly as is your Master program in “sociology of family, childhood
and social welfare”).

He says: “For me, sociology, continues to be one of the most
exciting, fast-paced, and demanding of disciplines because it presents
a continual challenge (<l s2x3) to traditional and established ways
of thinking about the world. Over the years, | have engaged in
sociological research and practice in many settings.

| have evaluated programs to help school children in need and
services targeted to teenagers in difficulty: | have advised
administrators who run programs for homeless teens as well as
providing services to women recovering from drug addictions; | have
conducted research on people’s responses to life-threatening ilinesses.
Through all of this work, my passion for the sociological enterprise has
grown stronger.

(lads 22 8" o gau gl £ 5 puliall " ik 8 Jlac Y1 028 JS DA (0)

For me, sociology engenders an openness, an eagerness, and an
intense desire to learn more about all aspects of the human condition.
By knowing other people, their lives, and their society, we come to a
better understanding of ourselves. My hope is that this book will
generate the same passion in some of the students who read it... and
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Considering the text on family, we can notice that the interest with
family is universal, starting in the past with philosophers, moralists,
religious reformers, jurists, writers and more recently due to the impact
of social changes by different disciplines: sociology, social
psychology, anthropology, demography...

Let us mention some prominent sociologists who studied family :
Abderrahman Ibn Khaldoun, , Auguste Comte, Alexis de Tocqueville,
Emile Durkheim, Georg Simmel, Talcott Parsons, Claude Levi-
Strauss...

The text begins by mentioning that the Family is the oldest and most
important institution, at the beginning it was performing most of the
functions, but due to social changes: industrialization, urban expansion,
state education, public health, labor and women’s work... the structure
of the family changed and its functions were reduced.

Moreover, family is undergoing many changes: divorces, conflict
between parents and children, cohabitation and the diminishing of
marriage rates, delayed marriages, illegitimate children, adolescent
pregnancy, delinquency, economic poverty, unemployment, housing
Crisis...

However, the family is resisting those problems and is trying to find
solutions. Family is a social institution to all societies, whatever may
be their cultures. One of its main features is that “there are rules and
norms that shape family and kinship...and people are socialized to
accept their society’s form of the family as “natural”.

Among the rules, the author is mentioning:

- Rules of descent

1
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- Rules of marriage

The Algerian society has also specific rules of descent and particular
rules of marriage.

3/ Question to all students (between 10 to 15 lines)

-According to you, what are the main rules of marriage in
the Algerian family, and what are the main changes it is

undergoing ?

Good luck

Pr/ Rachid MIMOUNI
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